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Sports  
By: William Mahala and Ryan Holman 
 
Cross Country 

This year, the St. James'’ cross country team won 
every single one of their duel meets. They also 
won the champs, which is the final meet of the 
season. Aidan Wizeman, one of the captains of 
the team said, “It was a great season, the whole 
team got a lot better since last year.” The coach 
was a big contributor to the success of the 
Spartans, having all of the kids ready to run 
before every meet. The captains were Aidan 

Wizeman and Micheal Galiani. The coach was 

Aidan’s dad, Matthew Wizeman. We had 

practices on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The 

schools we ran against were St. Elizabeth, St. 

Patrick, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, and 

Assumption. SJS won 3 of the 6 meets! 

BASKETBALL: 

The NBA is going to return on December 22nd. 

You know what that means, we are going to have 

Christmas basketball. Some  

other news in the league is that the Bucks are 

very confident that Giannis will sign a  
supermax extension. Everyone else seems to 

think Giannis wants out of Milwaukee. 

Bradley Beal also has many playoff teams 

interested in him! They are willing to trade 

for him, and it would be worth it. Some draft 

news is the Timberwolves are most likely 

getting the first round pick. That means they 

will get a very good player that will help their 

team.  

Weather  
By: Emma Schulenburg  

The month of December has been very 
cold and gloomy so far. This December 
we got a chance to see our first 
snowfall of the year. It wasn't enough to 
build a snowman but it was enjoyable to 
see. The weather is going back to 
average winter temperatures. Snow is 
not predicted yet, but I am hoping to 
see a white Christmas this year! 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QQhMBBWnwOP6BDDsoAdW4l_fOiknuelglVbnJdxNT_U/edit


 

 

 

 

Advice, Questions, 
and Suggestions 
By: Mary Cate King &  Eveyln Mcgoldrick 
 
What is the best & most fun thing about 8th 
grade? 
Thank you for the question! Personally, my 
favorite thing about 8th grade being more 
involved in the school. We get to help lead 

school 
assemblies, 
can be in 
student 
council, we 
play against 
the teachers 
in 2 different 
games, and 
much more. 
What I am 
looking most 
forward to 

for 8th grade are the field trips. Every year the 
8th graders get to go to Woodloch Pines, which 
is a resort located in Pennsylvania. Many 
previous 8th grade classes have gone on this trip 
and have told us how fun it is, so we are all very 
excited about it.  
 
Is math hard in 8th grade?  
Thank you for your question! 8th grade math 
can be hard, but your basics that you have 
previously learned will help. I think that it 
depends more on the person and the topic than  

math in general. For example, Rose could be 
really good at addition and may have a harder 
time with subtraction. While, Josh could be the 
opposite, where he could struggle with addition 
and excel at subtraction. If math isn’t your best 
subject there is no need to worry because there 
are two different math classes, accelerated and 
regular. Students are able to be in either class, it 
just depends on the person! 
 
How do I get good grades?  
Thank you for the question!  The best way to 
get good grades is to study hard and ask 
questions whenever you are confused on 
something. Make sure you review what you are 
learning especially before a test or quiz. If you 
think you aren’t doing too great in one of your 
classes, consider asking your teacher if you 
could get some extra-credit. There is a 
possibility that they will say no, but at least you 
tried. Always remember to try your best and 
don't get discouraged.  
 
Who is the oldest in eighth grade? 
Thank you for the question! The oldest in 
eighth grade is Ryan Holman. He is 14, turning 
15 in May. 
 
*If you have any questions or suggestions you 
would like to have mentioned you can write 
them down and put them in the box located on 
the gym stage. Be sure to stop by and make a 
suggestion!*  

 



 

 

 

 

National News 
By: Miranda Aviles 
 
     2020 Presidential Election 

Whether you voted Red or Blue for the 
2020 election, we all sat anxiously waiting 
for the results to come in. We not only 
witnessed two days of ballot counting, but 
five. Throughout the whole race, Trump 
and Biden were neck and] neck, yet it all 
came down to the swing states. With Joe 
Biden winning Pennsylvania (20 electoral 
votes), he had won the race. On the day he 
was announced the winner, he also gave his 
commencement speech with his Vice 
President-Elect, Kamala Harris, by his side. 
Joe and Kamala’s plan is clear: to restore 
the nation. Biden on that night stated, “No 
red states, no blue states, just the United 
States." The election is still not for sure 
though. There is going to be a recount of 
votes. Make sure to check out our second 
issue for more info!  
 

 

Local News  
By: Aidan Wizeman & Charley DiDiminico 
 
The 2020 Congressional Election 
The political tensions were high in the 2020 

national election, Donald Trump vs Joe biden. 

The outcome of this election was interesting. 

Although the presidency is much more talked 

about, it's more than just the president that 

runs this country. Joe Biden is the projected 

winner of the presidential election, although 

nothing is official until December. The 

Republican party is projected to win the 

Senate majority in 2020. The Senate is in 

charge of representing their states, voting on 

and passing bills and treaties, and deciding 

nominations. There are 100 Senators, 2 from 

each state, who each serve a term of 6 years. 

Fighting hard to keep their positions in the 

Senate. The House of Representatives is also 

in charge of Making and passing federal laws. 

The 2020 House of Representatives election 

resulted in the Democratic party losing 7 seats 

and the Republican party gaining 8. The 

Democrats still have the majority of the 

House. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1x0Gjcelf3F9bsp2s6bTIaDRRBkibZsjYTziSUbxOnnc/edit


 

 

 

 

Entertainment 
The Mandalorian Season 
2 
By Ethan Love 
 The Mandalorian is a great show 

designed and made by disney and airs a 

new episode every friday. It is not a secret 

that the Mandalorian season 2 has been 

awaited since its season 1 finale all the 

way back in December last year. From the 

first 3 episodes I've seen, it can be a little 

cheesy, but overall the cinematics and 

funny comments really make the show 

worth watching. Pedro Pascal, who 

portrays the mandalorian in the show, has 

done a phenomenal job of showing how 

fierce and vicious but composed the 

mandalorians really are. This season will 

be focusing on the mandalorian who has 

been tasked with reuniting the force 

sensitive child with the jedi, but most 

people know him as the mando and baby 

yoda. So far he has taken back Jango 

Fett’s armor from a local town protector, 

fought off a herd of giant spiders with the 

help of some resistance fighters, and met 

Bo Katan, the last of her line, and the 

rightful ruler of Mandalore. Now the 

mando is off to find Ahsoka Tano. In all, 

this show is amazing and I am really 

excited to see how this season is going to 

go, especially with the leak of Ahsoka 

Tano being in the next episode. She has 

been teased in season 2 of the 

mandalorian and now it is official with Bo 

Katan saying “The city of Caledon on the 

by Bo-Katan.” This confirmed our 

suspicions of Ahsoka and we will now be 

able enjoy another Jedi. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wwJ64kT3U1D8E-l7ag2jAlBfGuPVLxtZidxsosZrJuM/edit


 

 

 

 

forest planet of Corvus, There you will 

find Ahsoka Tano. Tell her you were sent 

 

The Masters 
By: Connor and Matt Tyrone 
Some of you may ask what The 

Masters is if you don’t like golf too 

much.  For those of you who don’t 

know, The Masters is an annual golf 

tournament that was founded in the 

year 1934.  The Masters takes place at 

The Augusta National Golf Course in 

Augusta Georgia on a beautiful par 72 

course.  People from all over the world 

compete in tournaments all year just to 

be invited to play in The Masters. As 

most of you know, there is a global 

pandemic going on now in the year 

2020.  Because of this unfortunate 

pandemic the tournament was moved 

up to November.  The Masters is 

usually played in April, but the 

tournament wanted to get it in just in 

case the country shuts down again.  

The contestants of the Masters were 

very competitive and very close to say 

the least.  The Masters is a four day 

tournament, and each player plays four 

18 hole rounds.  The player who came 

out on top of The Masters in 2020 is 

 
    Over the Moon 

By: Leia Lange 
Over the Moon is an animated Netflix 

original about a modified version of the 

tale of Chang’e a Chinese goddess of the 

moon, known for stealing an elixir of 

immortality from her husband, Hou Yi. 

After He received it from the goddess 

Xiwangmu, for shooting down nine out of 

the ten suns. Although he was grateful for 

the gift, he was torn because the goddess 

Xiwangmu only gave him enough elixir 

for one person, he did not wish to be 

immortal if his wife could not live at his 

size for eternity. Eventually, Hou Yi 

decided to remain mortal by his wife’s 

side, and hide the elixir under his bed. 

Soon Chang’e discovered her husband's 

elixir and drank every last drop. After 

Realizing that his wife wasn’t there, Hou 

Yi ran outside to see her drifting off into 

the night sky. The cast includes Phillipa 

Soo, Ken Jeong, Cathy Ang, John Cho, 

Kimiko Glenn, Sandra Oh, Ruthie Ann 

Miles, and Margaret Cho. This movie was 

splendid. The animations were great, and I 

thought that it was an emotional 

rollercoaster. Some scenes made me cry, 

and some made me laugh. I would 

recommend this movie for families, and 

children alike. 



 

 

 

 

Dustin Johnson, who has participated 

in this tournament several times.  

 

Jack’s Feedback 
By: Jack Mandracchia 
Overwatch 

Overwatch is an online first-person shooter 

game. As of now there are 31 playable 

characters with new characters being added 

every few months, each having their own 

weapons, abilities, and characteristics. This 

makes the game very complex with the 

variety of team compositions with different 

strategies, strengths and weaknesses. There 

are 3 main groups of characters: Tank, 

Damage, and Healer. Tanks: The tanks are 

the main defenders of healers and usually 

lead the push to an objective. Their main 

strength is their huge amount of health points, 

which means they can take a few hits when 

leading the team. There are two different 

types of tanks; Main Tanks, Which are tanks 

equipped with some form of shield used for 

protecting your team. And off-Tanks, which 

are tanks that aren’t equipped with a shield 

but have some other way of protecting your 

team. For example a character named 

roadhog, because of him having the most 

health points in the game (600), and being the 

biggest character in the game. He can quite 

easily use his own body to block incoming 

projectiles from other teammates for a short 

time. Damage: Most of overwatch’s 

characters are in the Damage category 

because of the many different types of 

Damage characters. One of these are flankers. 

Characters who specialize in sneaking behind 

 

 

Snipers specialize in long range combat and 

can do the most damage at long ranges. And 

last but not least Main Damage, which are 

damage players who stay by the main group 

and are typically shooting from behind the 

main tanks shields. Healers: Healers are 

supposed to keep your squad from dying. 

They are usually the glue that keeps the team 

together. These are the low hp targets that the 

tanks are supposed to protect from enemy 

attacks. There are 2 different types of healers; 

Main healers (healers that are capable of 

healing most of the teams damages without 

needing the assistance of another healer) and 

off support (healers who focus less on healing 

and more on another skill, such as Brigette 

and her small shield and flail, both can be 

used to great effect when starting a push to an 

objective or to protect other “squishies” from 

getting killed by flankers. In conclusion, 

Overwatch for a long time has been one of my 

favorite games to play and with new updates 

happening on the regular adding new maps, 

characters, and gamemodes it’ll just keep 

getting better and better. The amount of 

variety and different things to do is 

astonishing for a game that came out in 2016, 

and with this strong of a player-base and with 

a sequel in the works Overwatch can only go 

up from here. The way I’ll be rating things is 

by a 0 out of 10 rating system. Anything 

above a 5 is good in my eyes and anything 

less than a 5, I dislike. WIth that being said 

Overwatch in my eyes is a defendant 8/10. It’s 

a great game but it still has potential to grow 



 

 

 

 

the enemy and eliminating low health targets.  

 

 

Features 
By: Bridget Schelhorn and Tara Vogel 

Johnathan Maro 

Johnathan Maro is a new student in 6th 

grade that recently joined the SJS 

community. Jonathan has one sister,one 

dog,and a 20 year old cat.Before coming 

to Saint James, Jonathan went to 

Bedminster Township School. Outside of 

school, Jonathan enjoys playing baseball 

and basketball. His favorite subject at 

Saint James so far has been science, 

taught by Ms. Kolasinski. He says his 

experience at sjs has been good, and his 

favorite activity here is recess!   

Some fun facts about Johnathan is that his 

favorite movie is Creed, his favorite 

baseball team is the Mets, and his favorite 

color is orange. Also, his favorite holiday 

is Christmas. He says he would rather be a 

leader than a follower, which he says is 

very important. He says his favorite 

vacation destination is the Bahamas, and 

his favorite season is summer. His 

favorite food is a hamburger, and his 

favorite drink is orange soda. SJS is glad 

to welcome all new students, and 

everyone say hello to our new student, 

Jonathan Maro! Squad up Saint James. 

 

from here. 

Miss Kolasinski 

Miss Kolasinksi is our fabulous new middle 

school science teacher! When asked if she always 

wanted to teach at a Catholic school she said, “My 

Catholic faith is extremely important to me, and I 

appreciate all the values and morals that a 

Catholic school stands for and instills in its 

students.” Miss K has been such a great addition 

to our school and we wanted to ask her how her 

SJS experience has been so far and she said, “My 

experience at Saint James has been great so far. 

Everyone has been extremely welcoming and 

supportive, and I truly feel like part of the SJS 

family. The teachers have been so helpful, and the 

families have been very involved in their 

childrens’ education. This really shows how 

everyone cares for the students and that they 

always come first. It has been a pleasure getting to 

know all the students and start teaching them 

about the importance of science and how it 

connects to their lives.” She attended Ramapo 

College of New Jersey, where she received her 

Bachelor's degree in biology and science teaching 

certification. “This is my first full-time teaching 

position. I completed my student-teaching at 

Butler High School teaching Biology Honors, AP 

Biology, and Physiology. For a few years I 

worked as a teacher’s aide, volunteered at many 

child-care and special needs organizations, as well 

as tutored Biology and Genetics all throughout 

college.” She has adapted so well to our school so 

I asked her what her favorite thing about teaching 

at SJS is. “My favorite thing about teaching at 

Saint James is the feeling of community and the 

values that the school stands for.”  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Entertainment 
By: Lyvia Brennan, Nadia Gaibor, and Nate 
Goethals 
Apps that kept friends connected during 

quarantine 

Online apps are extremely popular to the 

Gen-Z demographic. Snapchat, Instagram, 

and TikTok are the main outlets of 

entertainment. Snapchat is used for funny or 

appealing filters and replay a picture once. 

After that it is deleted forever. Instagram is 

related to Snapchat in many different ways. 

One way that they are similar to each other is 

that both of them can be used to take photos 

and share them with friends. TikTok is used 

for many things. TikTok you can make up to 

60 second videos of dances, POVS, vlogs, 

orwhatever you want. You can follow up to 

9,999 people. There are many popular 

creators that start trends, make new dances, 

and go on tour. Even popular celebrities go 

on TikTok such as Madison Beer, Ariana 

Grande, Liam Payne, and more celebrities 

joined the app. Instagram is a way you can 

see what other people are doing through 

stories or posts. Stories are short clips of 

anything you want. There can be people, pets, 

and even yourself. All in all, there are many 

apps that keep friends and family connected 

during quarantine. 

 

Xbox Series X or PS5 

 

Playstation vs. xbox has been an 

ongoing rivalry in the gaming community 

for many years. And with the newest 

consoles coming out soon everyones is 

asking the question, ‘‘Which one should I 

buy?” And That's what I'll be discussing 

today. I will be going through the pro’s 

and con’s of each of these consoles.      

Xbox series X 

Pros: 

● Backwards compatibility to the 

original xbox 

● Has a base storage of 1 terabyte 

● Has a subscription service called 

game pass that allows access to a 

library of over 100 games for a 

small fee 

Cons:  

●  Hard to transport 

●  Heavy 

●  Large  

PS5  

Pros: 

● New and improved controller  

● The playstation 5 has many 

exclusive games such as spider 

man miles morales and god of war 

● Has a cheaper digital version that 

does not include a disk drive 

Cons: 

● Very hard to find 

● Launch line up   

 



 

 

 

 

 
SJS News 
By: Sofia Milelli and Mia 
Madsen 
Did you know that a teacher at Saint 

James School in Basking Ridge, New 

Jersey wrote a book? The teacher that 

wrote this astonishing book is our 

second grade teacher, Mrs. Comer.  

Mrs. Comer has been teaching at Saint 

James school for  over 20 years. Mrs. 

Comer wrote a book called The 

Cracked Cup. The cost of this 

children’s book is  $13.95. Her book 

was published on September 25th, 

2020. You can buy this book on 

Amazon and at Barnes and Noble. You 

can also find her book on the online 

website of Barnes and Noble. The 

book is about a cracked cup made in a 

pottery shop. He is imperfect but must 

do what is asked of him. Will he be up 

to the task? All of the other cups didn’t 

like him. Jesus picked the cup to say 

prayers and to bless the bread and 

wine. We asked Mrs. Comer what 

inspired her to write her book. She 

replied, “I have always loved writing 

books and I have been writing them for 

 

month, but it took her a year to get the 

book published. If you didn't know,  

 

She has also written 4 other books, but 

never published them. Mrs. Comer said 

that she would love to write many more 

books in the future. Another thing that 

we asked her was if it was stressful 

writing the book or if she enjoyed it. 

She replied with, “I loved writing the 

book”. The only thing that was stressful 

was she  didn't know how kids would 

like it. Many people have read The 

Cracked Cup. Mrs. Comer said that her 

whole family and many people in the 

Saint James School community have 

read the book too! 



 

 

 

 

a long time.” Mrs. Comer also said that 

she was trying to explain to children 

that none of us are perfect and that’s 

why she named it The Cracked Cup. 

Mrs. Comer said that she wrote her 

book for about a  

 



 

 

 

 

Breaking the equation 
By: Skyela Hay 
Have you ever wondered why nobody has ever 

reached deep space bound exoplanets? There is 

a limitation between many factors holding us 

from getting us there. To be exact, factors 

involved in blocking out our ability to reach 

farther planets are held in two things; years and 

miles. Light travels 6 trillion miles per year. 

The distance of the travel of light in a year is 

called a light year. Light years are considered to 

be an astronomical unit of length, usually used 

to tell the distance between two interstellar 

locations or objects. The distance between 

Earth and the Moon is one light second. One 

light second can be easily measured as 186,000 

miles. The origin of light years can date back to 

the year of 1838, when German scientist 

Friedrich Bessel measured the distance between 

Earth and the star 61 Cygni to get a distance 

660k times the Earth’s radius using light years. 

In addition, Albert Einstein used the equation of 

relativity to prove that light speed would 

increase mass of an object in acceleration. In 

addition, this equation proves that going faster 

than the speed of light would be relatively 

impossible. The equation also omits a reasoning 

which surrounds the actuality of the statement 

becoming true once used towards the vacuum 

of vacant space. But the question in this case is; 

what would happen if we were to break the 

speed of light equation? Would it affect 

humanity’s outlook on space travel? 

 

Will we ever cross many other planets and 

galaxies? We may never know, but here’s how 

it may be uncovered: 

Quantum mechanics is the study of 

subatomic particles, or in simpler terms, the 

footwork behind atoms. Unlike quantum 

physics, quantum mechanics uses mathematical 

laws. Quantum “tunneling” is a mechanical 

circumstance of the probability of 

wavefunctions (the wave-like energy of a 

quantum state, haha) to measure how the energy 

is passed through a barrier to generate itself. 

The study of quantum tunneling surrounds 

many forms of physical phenomena such as 

nuclear fusion. It was once thought by some 

physicists that the speed of light equation 

could’ve been broken by quantum tunneling. 

Later studies and research prove that the 

probability of light’s end is truly unpredictable. 

The certainty of the speed of light being outrun 

has an arbitrary certainty of occurring. Once 

scientists get a grasp of probability’s wing, we 

may get a glimpse of light’s limits and reach. In 

addition and conclusion, we don’t truly know 

yet whether or not or when the equation will be 

out spun. The more you read about deeper 

topics, the more you realize the less people 

know about the universe. Metaphorically, it is 

only the surface of an undiscovered bag full of 

solutions. We don’t know, yet it is still there to 

be discovered. What do YOU think will 

happen? When do you think we will find out? 



 

 

 

 

 


